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I have nothing to add. If your conscience is satisfied, yon have now only your prudence to consult. I long for a letter, that I may know how this troublesome and vexatious question is at last decided '. I hope that it will at last end well. Lord Hailes's letter was very friendly, and very seasonable, but I think his aversion from entails has something in it like superstition. Providence is not counteracted by any means which Providence puts into our power. The continuance and propagation of families makes a great part of the Jewish law, and is by no means prohibited in the Christian institution, though the necessity of it continues no longer. Hereditary tenures are established in all civilised countries, and are accompanied in most with hereditary authority. Sir William Temple considers our constitution as defective, that there is not an unalienable estate in land connected with a peeragea; and Lord Bacon mentions as a proof that the Turks are Barbarians, their want of Stirfes, as he calls them, or hereditary rank8. Do not let your mind, when it is freed from the supposed necessity of a rigorous entail, be entangled with contrary objections, and think all
1 The entail framed by my father with various judicious clauses, was settled by him and me, settling the estate upon the heirs male of his grandfather, which I found had been already done by my grandfather, imperfectly, but so as to be defeated only by selling the lands. I was freed by Dr. Johnson from scruples of conscientious obligation, and could, therefore, gratify my father. But my opinion and partiality for male succession, in its full extent, remained unshaken. Yet let me not be thought harsh or unkind to daughters: for my notion is, that they should be treated with great affection and tenderness, and always participate of the prosperity of the family. BOS-WELL.
a Temple, in Popular Discontents ( Works, Hi. 62-64), examines the general dissatisfaction with the judicature of the House of Lords. Till the end of Elizabeth's reign, he states, the peers, who were few in number, were generally possessed of great estates which rendered them less subject to corruption. As one remedy for the evil existing in his time, he suggests that the Crown shall create no Baron, who shall not at the same time entail ^4000 a year upon that honour, whilst it continues in his family; a Viscount, ^S000 '•> an Earl, ^6000; a Marquis, ^7000; and a Duke, ^8000.
3 ' A cruel tyranny bathed in the blood of their Emperors upon every succession ; a heap of vassals and slaves; no nobles, no gentlemen, no freemen, no inheritance of land, no stirp of ancient families, [nulte stirpes antiquae].' Spedding's Bacon, vii. 22.
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